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Transit Helps the Economy
• A $10 million investment in public 

transportation results in a $30 million gain in 
sales for local businesses (3 times the public 
sector investment in transit capital).

• A study on U.S. government spending and its 
impact on worker productivity estimated that 
a 10-year $100 billion increase in public 
transportation spending would boost worker 
output by $521 billion, compared with $237 
billion for the same spending on highways. 

• St. Louis University economists estimate that 
every dollar invested in Metro transit 
operations returns $6 to our local economy. 

• Business output is positively affected by transit 
investment. A sustained program of transit 
capital investment will generate an increase of 
$2 million in business output. After 20 years, 
these benefits increase to $31 million. 

• Four in five Americans believe that increased 
investment in public transportation 
strengthens the economy, creates jobs, 
reduces traffic congestion and air pollution 
and saves energy. 

• People use public transit in Missouri to get to 
jobs. Since the complete restoration of the 
service on November 29, 2010 in St. Louis 
since passage of Proposition A, 97 percent of 
all jobs in St. Louis City and St. Louis County 
can be reached by riding Metro transit.

• Transit generates growth. To date, more than 
$15 billion in new development has occurred 
within a ten minute walk of MetroLink, with 
additional development in the works for many 
of the station areas. 

• A recent study by the University of North 
Texas found that the new DART extension in 
Dallas has already generated over $800 

 million in development and that the full 
system is projected to generate $3.7 billion 
in economic activity upon build out. 

• St. Louis families spend 23.1 percent of their 
household budgets on transportation, making 
it the second largest household expenditure 
after housing (24.5%).

• Transit creates jobs during initial design, 
construction and post construction where new 
developments arise along the line.

• Transit Oriented Development can play a key 
role in getting the Missouri economy back on 
track and creating jobs. 

Transit is good for the Environment 
• According to national transit experts, public 

transportation produces 95% less carbon 
monoxide, 90% less volatile organic 
compounds (vocs) and about half as much 
carbon dioxide and nitrogen oxide per mile 
compared to private vehicles. 

• With more people using public transit, we 
decrease our reliance on fossil fuels. If one in 
10 Americans used transit regularly, U.S. 
reliance on foreign oil could decline by more 
than 40%, or nearly the amount of oil 
imported from Saudi Arabia each year.  
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Transit Moves people
• An estimated 14 million Americans ride 

public transportation each weekday and an 
additional 25 million use it on a less frequent, 
but regular basis. 

• In the last five years, transit use has increased 
faster than any other mode of transportation. It 
has increased 22% over the last six years. 

• In St. Louis each day, more than 100,000 
individuals board a Metrobus, train or van, 
amounting to 53 million riders a year. 

• 10% of Metrobus and 7% of MetroLink riders 
are students traveling to school.

• Metro’s Call-A-Ride service provides more 
than 2,400 trips each day to people with 
disabilities and the elderly, exceeding 
665,000 trips a year. 

Where we stand today in Missouri
• St. Louis County voters approved a ½ cent 

sales tax on the April 6, 2010 ballot that now 
generates approximately $70 million annually 
for operations and expansion. This also 
triggered the collection of the ¼ cent sales tax 
approved in St. Louis City in 1997 for 
operations and expansion, which generates $8 
million annually. However in order to 
leverage federal dollars for major expansion 
projects, the state will need to provide a 
minimum of $50 million a year in funding for 
public transit to Metro. 

• State of Missouri ranks near the bottom of the 
list for funding for public transit. In last year’s 
Missouri budget, over $3 million was slashed 
for state-wide transit funding.  Every dollar 
from General Revenue was diverted away 
from transit funding, and what remained was 
funding from the State Transportation Fund, 

 which is collected from various transportation- 
related statewide fees. For St. Louis that meant 
that the $1.3 million distributed to St. Louis 
was reduced to $200,000. Nationally, state 
and local government spending on 
transportation has increased by 15 percent. 

• The current level of state support for the 
public transit needs of citizens throughout the 
state is inadequate. In 2007 the Missouri 
Department of Transportation’s Missouri Long 
Range Transportation Plan identified the need 
for an additional $200 million annually to 
address Missouri’s unmet public transit 
funding needs.  St. Louis is currently ranked 
one of the top 10 metro areas in the country 
where transportation takes the biggest bite out 
of household budgets. 


